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LATEST ART PROJECTS 

2010 On-Off, exhibition of Martin Špirec, Nitra gallery, Slovakia, curator  

Site specific installations, playfull interventions into everyday life 

2011 I don’t like, exhibition of Jan Triaska, Nitra gallery, Slovakia, curator  

Conceptual paintings, oil on canvas, with texts questioning the position of a 
painter in the system 

2012 Value of Culture, international conference, Bratislava, curator (Keynote 
speaker: Arjo Klamer (NL) 

2012 Asking architecture, 13th International Architecture Exhibition of la Biennale 
di Venezia, curator Jan Pernecky, co-author of the presentations 

2013 Industrial Future, international conference, Bratislava, curator (Keynote 
speaker: Jonathan Falkingham, urban splash (UK) 

2014 Extreme Audience Development, international conference, Bratislava, 
curator (Keynote speaker: Roman Týc (CZ) 

2015 Balance: Audience Development, international conference, Bratislava, 
curator (Keynote speaker: Jürgen Berger (DE) 

2016 MisbEhAVed, Generative jewellery designed by software by architects Ján 
Pernecký, Matej Hoppan, Tomáš Tholt, curator, exhibited at Bratislava, Banská 
Štiavnica, Dúbravica and Helsinki http://misbehaved.rese-arch.org 

 

since 2014 www.salonik.sk curator of the Train Station Gallery 

Salónik – Cultural Refreshments is an initiative of Zuzana Duchová and Zuzana 
Ivašková under the Local Act initiative. The Presidential Waiting Room at the Central 
Railway Station in Bratislava is a natural highlight of the complicated train station 
complex, currently awaiting reconstruction. The station is a constant scene of social 
conflict and is one of the most negatively perceived spots in the city - both in visual as 
well as social sense. The V.I.P. waiting room was rebuilt in the 90ties and since then, 
has been used for only small number of public occasions. It is situated on platform one, 
with access to the street, which is now partially hidden behind the architecture of the new 
wing. The train station is a crossroad and a natural place of movement. On this 
heterogeneous intersection we create a unique, temporary, cultural space with episodic 
artistic program aimed at the professional arts sector as well as the casual passers-by. 
Our initiative is inspired by the Latin colere, which means to cultivate, grow and live.  



We see the potential for a living laboratory. This hidden place is a “Cultural Brownfield” of 
Haydn’s and Temel’s theories around temporary use of city spaces. 

Since the foundation of the project we organised and curated number of exhibitions, 
workshops, concerts, theatre performances, even a fake wedding, with site specific 
focus. We approach a stabile audience of cultural public as well as employees of the 
Railway company and we are constantly seeking new ways to engage also travellers and 
general public. The project is a long-term local art-activism, which points out various 
social problems in the area of the station by posing artistic questions to general public 
and working with stereotypes. 

We were engaged also with the organisation working with homeless people Proti prúdu, 
with local centre for mothers with children Prešporkovo and other cross-sectorial 
organisations not oriented at contemporary art. We are addressing conflicting social 
issues such as refugees: exhibition Welcome to Slovakia took place on 10.4.2015, 
several months before the large crisis, where trains also played the role. Since 2014 we 
cooperated with over 60 artists and other professionals, out of them 12 international. The 
strategy is to operate first locally and establish a solid position of a critical and living 
platform.  

The team of Salonik consists of various cultural professionals who dedicate their free 
time voluntarily to this project with the aim to explore the possibilities of bottom-up art-
activist engagement. Which can lead to more long-term and stabile change of society, 
than the top-down approach. We like to work with many layers of the artistic messages 
and to stretch the stereotype perceptions of artistic interventions. Other position of 
curatorial practice is to combine negatively perceived environment of the station with 
high art such as opera and luxurious art. Any place can be cultivated - the decision is up 
to the users. 

Salónik aims at exploring of local authenticity, however the overall principles of site-
specific approach are transferable and understandable in other European contexts.  

 

Selected events: 

 

  
 
Inauguration, selection of documentary works of Tomáš Hálász, photo series Journey to the Pallace, 16.9.2014  

 

 



 

Mária Čorejová, Stations of the Crisis, exhibition of drawings, 24.10.2014 

  

Wedding performance as a statement during public referendum about the family 7.2.2015 

 

Welcome to Slovakia, Daniela Krajčová - presentation of workshops with asylum seekers living in Slovakia, 10.4.2015 

 

 

 



 

Linda Ballová, opera concert, 15.11.2015 

 

Creative Mornings Bratislava with Iveta Chovancová on streetwork with sex workers and individuals using drugs, 
26.2.2016 

 


